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                                                              President's Message: 
 

 As I was sitting at my desk on Thursday, July 1, I couldn’t help laying down my dictation 
microphone for a couple of minutes, to appreciate that our updated Podiatry Practice Act 
went into effect today.  I thought to myself, “what a fantastic time it is to be a practicing 
podiatrist here in Colorado.”  For those of you who don’t know, the entire process was 
more than two years in duration and included meetings, phone calls, multiple hearings 
with our State Legislature and a few missed days from work.  In the end, on Thursday, June 
10, 2010 at 3:21 pm, I was very proud and humbled to stand in the State Capitol next to 
Governor Bill Ritter with our CPMA delegation present when the bill was officially signed. 
 
It is kind of funny to note that one of our Lobbyists, Randy Pye, from Capitol Solutions, said 
to me “I noticed that you were actually watching the Governor sign the bill.”  My response 
to him was, “that’s right. Because, the work is not done until the paperwork is done.” 
 
Standing in the Capitol after the bill signing ceremony, I felt relieved that this process was 
over for the next 9 years, and proud to be at the helm of CPMA, representing my fellow 
podiatric  physicians.  Looking to the future, the work is not completed and there is still 
much to be done.  After experiencing multiple delays over the past 3 years, our By-Laws 
committee met on July 17, to bring CPMA’s By Laws current.  I want to thank Dr. Brian 
Maurer, Dr. Jerry Travers, our Parliamentarian, Gayla Stone and Executive Director, Anne-
marie Zuccarelli for their efforts in assisting me to work on this massive project   Once our 
efforts have been completed, and the Board has had an opportunity to review these 
measures, each CPMA member will then be sent a copy of the proposed By-Laws revisions 
for your own review. 
 
It is imperative that all CPMA members be present at the Annual Meeting on October 8, 
2010 to ensure that this process goes forward.  To ensure that the memberships voices are 
heard, members of the By-Laws Committee will make themselves available at the Inverness 
Hotel  the night before the Educational Conference on Thursday, Oct. 7, to answer any 
questions about any of the proposed By-Laws changes.  . 
 
In closing, membership to our organization is still the highest priority.  Over the 4th of July 
weekend, I began “my full court press,” to reach out to licensed podiatrists in Colorado who 
are not members of our association.  It is my hope to reach all of them and get them to join 
before my term is over.  With your assistance, we will succeed.  Have a great summer. 
 
Fraternally,   Frederick S. Mechanik, DPM, FACFAS 
 



 
Summary of the New Podiatry Practice Act 

 
The following summarizes key provisions of the act in effect until July 1, 2019.  Some of 
changes (#4 liability insurance, #12 physician assistants and #13 professional development 
programs) parallel the provisions of the Medical Practice Act for MDs and DOs. Our thanks to 
Susan Miller, Section Director, Healthcare Section, Division of Registrations for compiling this: 

 
1. Expands scope of practice to allow podiatrists to treat soft tissue wounds below the mid-

calf if 
a. The patient is being treated by an MD or DO for his/her underlying medical condition 

OR 
b. The podiatrist refers the patient to an MD or DO for treatment of the underlying 

medical condition 
2. Authorizes podiatrists to perform surgical procedures on the ankle if 

a. The podiatrist was licensed in Colorado prior to July 1, 2010, and is board certified 
by ABPS  OR 

b. The podiatrist was licensed in Colorado on or after July 1, 2010 and is certified in 
reconstructive rearfoot/ankle surgery or foot and ankle surgery by ABPS OR 

c. Has completed a three year residency approved by the Colorado Podiatry Board 
NOTE: the same requirements apply to a podiatrist supervising another podiatrist 
who is not board certified who is performing ankle surgery. 

3. Requires podiatrists in a residency program to apply for and obtain a podiatry training 
license 

4. Revises the liability insurance limits to one million/three million dollars for those 
performing surgery 

5. Authorizes the Colorado Podiatry Board to require applicants who have not practiced 
podiatry within the past two years prior to application to demonstrate competency to the 
Board’s satisfaction 

6. Requires podiatrists to report adverse actions by another board, facility, law 
enforcement, etc. within 30 days of the action. 

7. Revises the statute to allow a podiatrist 30 days instead of 20 days to respond to a 
complaint 

8. Makes failure to respond to a 30-day letter from the Colorado Podiatry Board grounds for 
discipline of the podiatrist’s license. 

9. Creates a volunteer podiatrist license at a reduced fee for those no longer charging for 
services 

10. Authorizes the Colorado Podiatry Board to levy a fine, not to exceed $5000 per violation, 
as a disciplinary action.  Monies collected go to the State General Fund. 

11. Allows the Colorado Podiatry Board to suspend the license of a podiatrist who fails to 
comply with the terms and conditions of his/her stipulations or final agency order until the 
podiatrist comes into compliance with the requirements 

12. Updates the physician assistant requirements to comport with the Colorado Medical 
Board statute and rules. 

13. Requires the Colorado Podiatry Board to develop and implement an ongoing 
professional development program on or before the 2013 license renewal cycle 
 
NOTE: The new Practice Act won’t be posted on the DORA web site until sometime in 
September. 

 



 
APA PAC Report 

 
We are now half way through our APA PAC 2010 campaign. As usual I would like to thank those 
who have already donated. The last donation was 5/28/2010 with no new donations since that 
time. It is critical that we make our donations very soon as the November election is really not 
that far off. We need to contribute both through our PAC and personally to candidates who will 
actively work on the SGR (payment formula) fix. If this is not taken care of we could potentially 
face up to a 26% cut the next time this comes up. 
 
The entire medical profession is at serious risk. Podiatry, being a minority, is at even greater 
risk. The only way we can protect ourselves is by supporting members of congress who will 
actively support us. Our profession shows our support for the right persons by donating to their 
campaigns. In order to continue doing this we urgently need your help. 
 
Please send your APA PAC donations to:  APMA PAC, Lockbox #4672, PO Box 758943 
Baltimore, Maryland 21275-8943 
Or to my office (7375 W. 52nd Ave., Ste 350, Arvada, CO 80002) and I will forward them. Don’t 
let your profession or yourself down!!!!!! 
 
William F Hineser DPM, PAC Representative 

 

 
2010 Conference Highlights 

 

Again this year we believe we’ll have an all-star speaker line-up. (Please see insert this issue for 
a listing of topics and speakers.)  Among our presenters will be Dr. Brad Wenstrup who will 
speak about his Iraq experiences both from a patriotic and clinical perspective.  The talk he 
describes as patriotic is OIF: A year at Abu Ghraib . One of our exhibitors said he had heard the 
talk in Atlanta and there “weren’t many dry eyes” among listeners after the session. Note: this 
presentation will be available to staff members, as well.  
 
This year we’d like to enlist the help of all our readers in encouraging any potential exhibitors to 
attend.  Our Executive Director, Anne-marie Zuccarelli, has contacted all companies who 
participated last year, but we’re looking for new supporters.  As you take the time to visit with 
company reps in the next two months, please ask if they participated in 2009 and encourage 
them to join us again.  The layout of the Inverness Hotel has enabled us to greatly enhance the 
exhibitor experience.  If the rep didn’t participate last year, please give us a plug and pass the 
contact info along to Anne-marie. 
 
We have been focusing on resident participation and membership this year.  If you look at the 
registration form, you’ll see a box to contribute $50 to sponsor a resident at the conference.  
This idea came from Dr. Bill Hineser.  We think it’s a good one. 
 
Clinton Holland, DPM, Conference Chairman 



 
Membership Involvement in CPMA 

You can make a difference!  Serving on the Board of Directors is an excellent opportunity for 
new practitioners to become involved and work with colleagues from across the state.  The 
Board also needs members who have been in practice for many years to share their knowledge 
and experience.  The strength of our association is the result of the time, effort, and dedication 
provided by those who volunteer to serve their colleagues and help advance the practice of 
podiatric medicine in Colorado.   
 
If you would like to serve on the Board of Directors or participate in a CPMA committee, now is 
the time to act.  Elections for director positions will take place at the Annual meeting in 
October.  Please contact me or anyone on the Board to let us know how you would like to 
serve.  You can make a difference. 
Brian T. Maurer, DPM, Immediate-Past President, Nominations Committee Chairman  

 
 

Residents Column 
To all fellow residents, congratulations on making it another year in your respective residency 
programs!  I would like to remind you to please encourage your newest colleagues to join 
APMA/CPMA.  As you might know, the fee if waived for the first year and there are no out-of –
pocket expenses/costs.  This is a great time to join CPMA and learn about the importance of 
belonging to a state association, no matter where you plan to practice in the future.  We just 
added a great benefit for those who will be going into practice next year.  Also,  if you are not 
already on the resident email list and would like to receive updates from me, please contact me 
at dollystelzer@gmail.com  Dolly Stelzer, DPM Resident Representative to the Board 
 
 

CPMA Newsletter is published for the members of the Colorado Podiatric Medical 
Association. Web Site: www.colopma.org 
2010 Officers:     Directors: 
President: Dr. Frederick Mechanik  Dr. Marc Conner  
Immediate Past President:    Dr. Jeffrey Mechanik 
    Dr. Brian Maurer    Dr. William Montross 
President-Elect: Dr, Clinton Holland  Dr. Robert Smith 
Acting Secretary-Treasurer:   Dr. Veasna Srey 
   Dr. Joseph Mechanik    Dr. Gerry Travers 
Resident Representative   APMA PAC 
Dr.Dolly Stelzer      Dr. William Hineser
CAC 
Dr. Nicholas Sol,  Dr. Gordon Rheaume
 
For assistance and additional information contact our officers, directors or Executive Director, 
Anne-marie Zuccarelli at 303-881-8837 or maxamz@aol.com 
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